Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for yourself in the field,
and after that build your house.
Proverbs 24:27 (ESV)

N

ot all Proverbs are easily understood at face
value in our English translation of the original
Hebrew language. Some passages take a little digging and understanding of Israelite culture and customs of their time period. This is one of those proverbs that seems a little deeper than what we read in
our Bible.
The establishment of a family was a main ambition in
all of ancient life. We see the deep impact Scripture
provides when women could not give birth and the
great length, they went to in order to start a family.
Our Proverb today tells us the importance of prioritizing and securing provision and basic needs before
starting a family.
This is a huge Proverb for our youth to understand.

In God’s economy we do well to follow His pattern.
First acquire the means of supporting a family, then
find a wife, get married and start a family (after you
build your house). One should be able to provide for
themselves and their family before starting one. Many
times, young people get this backwards and then face
enormous challenges. If you have children outside
of marriage before you can stand alone and support
yourself, you will incur much hardship and trial.
It is wisdom to count the cost, lest the undertaking
be too great and prove but a monument of folly in
the end. In a spiritual sense, the heart must be first
cleared of thorns and opened to genial influences before the man can build up the fabric of virtuous habits,
and thus arrive at the virtuous character. Paul would
say in his writing, put off and put on.

– Reflection Question –
Have you discussed priorities with your student?
Read Luke 14:28-30

